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Professional Certification



The importance of ’now’…



#bSUKI

Building Safety Bill (Social) Infrastructure Sustainability Digital Twins

The demand is (t)here…



#bSUKIThe Information Management Mandate



#bSUKIThe Awards

130 Submissions
8 Categories

22 Finalists

Winners announced
7th October @ 1pm

16 Countries
Unfortunately no
finalists from the UK



UKBIM Alliance & Professional Certification

Project Lead Upskilling & UK Digital 
Competence Program

Our work is for the industry, by the industry.

UKBIMA is here to help the built environment sector:

• to take the first fundamental step on their digital transformation journey 
• promote BIM as business as usual
• transform and future proof the way the industry works

buildingSMART is a worldwide industry body:

• Driving the digital transformation of the built asset industry
• Commitment to delivering improvement by the creation and adoption of open, international standards

The buildingSMART Professional Certification Program:

• enables learning organisations to educate and certify individuals according to a recognised global learning 
framework

• is an individual qualification and not company certification



The Professional Certification programme…

• Should NOT drive commercial gain for any specific certification or 
training providers

• Should NOT lock you into one or other service provider

• Embraces the buildingSMART Professional Certification Program

• Has industry-wide alignment (UKBIMA, bsi, buildingSMART, CDBB)

• Is a strategy for defining and developing a level of digital competence for  
UK BIM Framework delivery



buildingSMART UK&I Professional Certification

The programme has the following objectives: 

• To support the standardisation of openBIM training content; 

• To support the standardisation of UK BIM Framework training content;

• To support the standardisation of UK & Ireland specific guidance training content;

• Enable the recognition of approved training organisations; 

• Enable the testing and qualification of individuals.



Benefits of the UK&I Professional Certification

Benefits to Training Providers
• Kick-start course content development by using the buildingSMART 

learning framework.
• Ensure courses are up to date and reflective of best practices.
• Benefit from the learning guidelines and support mechanisms from 
the local chapter.
• Brand your course as ‘buildingSMART registered’.

Benefits to Individuals

• Standardised training content based on latest international standards and best 
practices.

• A globally recognised qualification and mark of quality assurance.

• A simple, fast and secure online testing and qualification process.



Architect Cost Consultant Facilities Manager

Interoperable Information (data of real value)

Transforming Infrastructure Performance (TIP)/Information Management Mandate

UK BIM Framework

Uniclass, IFC, COBie

Golden Thread of Information

Engaging Industry in the Right Things…



Three Types of Certification

Certification that provides evidence 
that an individual has a certain level 
of knowledge of UK BIM Framework 

& openBIM

Individual Knowledge 
and Understanding

Certification that a company has 
the required processes to deliver a 

digital built environment

Company Process

Certification that provides evidence 
that an individual has a certain level 
of practical ability (e.g. evaluating, 

analysing, creating)

Individual Applied 
Understanding & 

Competence

Accredited Certification 
Assessment Bodies (UKAS 

accredited)

Training Providers offering 
training, underpinned by an 
appropriate set of Learning 

Outcomes

Training Providers offering 
training, underpinned by an 
appropriate set of Learning 

Outcomes

FOUNDATION 
KNOWLEDGE

PRACTITIONER 
KNOWLEDGE

Personal / Individual Qualifications



Blooms  Digital Taxonomy – The Learning Process

The increasing complexity and interdependence 
on different levels:

• Before we can understand a concept, we must remember it
• Before we can apply a concept, we must understand it
• Before we analyse a concept, we must be able to apply it
• Before we evaluate a concept, we must have analysed it
• Before we can create something based on a concept, we 

must have remembered, understood, applied, analysed and 
evaluated the concept



Applying Blooms Taxonomy to the Professional 
Certification Program

Foundation Programs

We are initially focused on launching the Foundation (Basic) Professional Certification 
and will review the others as they are developed



Industry Alignment……..the key relationships

26 GLOBAL CHAPTERS

openBIM



Education Guidance



UKBIMA Upskilling Program  (Education Stream)
supports the UK BIM Framework & openBIM

openBIM

The UK BIM Alliance recommends that individuals that want to take an educational training program:

- Take a course that embodies the UK BIM Framework and open BIM

- The UK BIM Alliance has ensured via the buildingSMART UK&I Steering Committee that when launched, that the UK&I 
version of the Professional Certification (PCERT) fully aligns to the  UK BIM Framework (and it’s published Learning 
Outcomes) and openBIM

Practitioner Skills

Basic Foundational Knowledge



Assessment Development



The Education Plan……..

BODY OF 
KNOWLEDGE

LoF Modules

1-5

26 GLOBAL CHAPTERS

openBIM

UK BODY OF 
KNOWLEDGE

LoF Module

6



buildingSMART UKI Professional Certification

Professional Certification 
Foundation (Basic)

openBIM

IFC

ISO19650

BODY OF 
KNOWLEDGE

LoF Modules 1-5

Signpost to training 
content

BODY OF 
KNOWLEDGE

LoF Module 6

UK BIM Framework

UK BIM Framework Learning Outcomes (LO)

ISO19650 National Annex

Government Soft Landings

Construction Play Book

Transforming Infrastructure Performance, 2020

Construction 2025

Uniclass 2015

Information Management Mandate
Information Interoperability Learning Outcomes (LO)



buildingSMART Professional Certification

Expert

Practitioner 
(Applied Learning)

Foundation
(Understanding & Knowledge)



Application Process



The Application Process

1 - Application

2 - Approval

4 - Student joins training course

5- Issues Exam Codes 

6 –Student takes exam
Approved 

Training 
Provider

3 – Appointment

TRAINING 
PROVIDER

UK 
CHAPTER

STUDENT

EXAM PORTAL



Thank you.


