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COVID-19 and our 
Built Environment?



‘Sign of the Times 2021’

• 78% agree that they have tried to
reduce food waste in the past year.

• 40% look for companies who are
mindful of the environment.

• 56% plan to switch some of their
shopping to local businesses for the
foreseeable future.



‘Sign of the Times 2021’

• 57% are extremely concerned about
environmental issues, down from
68% in 2020.

• 37% stated that environmental issues
have a profound effect on my life,
down from 51% in 2020.

• 44% give a lot of consideration to
sustainability when shopping for
groceries, down from 54% in 2020.



‘Sign of the Times 2021’

• Indicates a ‘finite capacity for
worry’

• From low effort-low sacrifice (Keep
Cups, Reusable Water Bottles,
Recycling and Composting etc.) to
low/high effort-high sacrifice (no
foreign holidays, car travel etc.).



It is not a new idea, it has evolved…

So, where do we start?

Circular 
Economy



Breeze Blocks €1.43 each
Insulation Sheets €5.30 each

Returnable Pallets
€5 each

Insulation Sheets €5.30 each

Fire Barriers €3 each

Metal ‘waste’ in the mixed skip

DPC roll €5 each

Plywood Sheets 
€29.43 each

Timber ‘waste’ in the mixed skip



Prevention

Prevention

Preparing for Reuse

Preparing for Reuse

Recycling

Recycling

Recovery

Recovery

DisposalDisposal



Think about…
the natural resources and
human capital that go into
the built environment.

Then think about…

VALUE and UTILITY



Reciprocal Learning 
Framework

• Research-informed

• Evidence-based

• Industry co-design

• Industry co-facilitation

• Iterative Feedback

• Community of Practice



Client Perspective

Reviewed the Outline Construction and Demolition
Waste Management Plan.

Reviewed the Performance Specification for Waste
Management.

Prepared client brief and policy examples of
resource efficiency and CDW management best
practice for consideration by the client.

Prepared pre-demolition audit tender brief with
client.

Reviewed pre-demolition tender responses.

Reviewed the successful pre-demolition audit
tender before the commencement of pre-
demolition audit.

Reviewed the pre-demolition audit report.

Prepared a resource efficiency and CDW
management brief for inclusion in the Demolition
and Enabling Works tender.

Reviewed the successful Demolition and Enabling
Works tender response.

Submitted proposal on project tracking framework
to capture best practice.

SME Contractor Perspective

Policy and Targets

Resource Management Plans

Supply Chain RMP Checklists

Targeted Interventions



Implementing Construction and Demolition Waste and Resource

Management Best Practice to move towards a Circular Built Environment.



MASTERS
Minor Thesis (30 credits)

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA
90% funded fees, cost of €600

POSTGRADUATE CERTIFICATE
Circular Economy Principles for a Sustainable Built 
Environment (15 credits)
Circular Economy Leadership and Organizational 
Transitions (15 credits)

M.Sc. in Circular Economy Leadership for a Sustainable Built Environment

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA
Applied Work-Based Research Project (30 credits)

MASTERS
Up to 30% funded fees, TBD.



http://southernwasteregion.ie/publications

http://southernwasteregion.ie/publications


https://www.epa.ie/waste/nwpp/sectors/

https://www.epa.ie/waste/nwpp/sectors/


Transition towards a Circular Built Environment
Leadership and a willingness to experiment.

Systems and anticipatory thinking.

Build on existing good practice.

Synergies with lean, digital etc.



Mark.Kelly@gmit.ie

mailto:Mark.Kelly@gmit.ie

